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C O V E R  S T O R Y THE SWEET SPOT T HE U LT IM AT E A N N UA L T R AV EL PL A N NER

dry heat of August. Save your trip to Tuscany 
for another time, as you will find it hard to get a 
meal during Ferragosto, the holiday season dur-
ing the last two weeks of August. Expect flights 
to nudge upwards of $2000 into more popular 
airports of Rome and Milan. 
SWEET SPOT

Swap the glitz and glamour of the Amalfi Coast 
for the rugged, peaceful beauty of the Cinque 
Terre in June. The weather is warm, but never in 
the high-30s, while the sea breeze and the sea-
food are sublime. Even better, non-resident cars 
have to stay outside the designated UNESCO 
World Heritage areas. You’ll find flights under 
$1600 if you travel and return before the peak 
months of July and August. This is also a great 
time to head inland to Florence, which celebrates 
its patron Saint San Giovanni’s birthday on 24 
June with a historic parade, fireworks and festi-
vals in almost every piazza.   

LP

MEXICO

Mexico is rich with secluded beaches, 

sparkling cenotes (natural swimming 

holes) and ancient ruins, but that’s not 

her only charm. The rustic streets and 

vibrant culture suck you in and leave you 

hypnotised, while its sensuous, elegant 

hideaways epitomise luxury. 

PEAK SEASON

Throughout the high season of December to 
April, rainfall is minimal, varying from 12 milli-
metres in Cabo San Lucas and 70 millimetres on 
the Yucatan Peninsula, while temperatures sit 
around 25°C. This dry climate makes it the per-
fect winter escape for American holidaymakers, 

while hotel rates on the Yucatan Peninsula can 
increase as much as 50 per cent between De-
cember and January. December airfares are 20 
per cent more expensive than average, with the 
price tag leaping to around $1700. 

Religious festivities tend to take over during 
the Christmas period, with re-enactments of 
Mary and Joseph’s pilgrimage to Bethlehem, 
along with a similar pilgrimage to Mexico City 
in honour of patron saint, the Virgin of Gua-
dalupe. Similarly, Easter celebrations dominate 
April, which coincides with a two-week holiday 
for locals, leaving tourist hotspots jam-packed. 
SHOULDER SEASON 

Mexico’s shoulder season, stretching from July 
to August, experiences some of the highest 
temperatures of the year (think 30°C and up), 
but also some of the wettest periods for the Pa-
cific Coast. Prices at popular resorts and beach 
destinations tend to spike in this period as it in-
tersects with a national summer vacation.
For the rest of Mexico’s luscious coastlines, the 
shoulder seasons experience a bout of heavy 
rainfall in the afternoons, however these show-
ers usually clear the increased humidity and 
bring temperatures down.
LOW SEASON 

Peak temperatures, high humidity levels, and a 
hurricane season across the Pacific and Caribbe-

From top: Italy’s Amalfi Coast; Portrait 
Firenze, Italy; Tulum, Mexico.

Opposite page, clockwise from top left: 
Esperanza Resort, Mexico; Le Montage 
Beverly Hills, LA; Traffic on Hollywood 
Boulevarde, LA; Viceroy L’Ermitage, LA.
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an Coasts exemplify Mexico’s low season, span-
ning May to June, and September to October. 
September is the heart of the hurricane season, 
and while this doesn’t always guarantee a storm, 
it does bring between 150 and 300 millimetres 
of rain and strong winds. If you’re willing to 
brave the low season, airfares start from $930 
return in May.
TIMES TO AVOID 

Be sure to steer clear of hurricane season, which 
reaches its peak in mid-September, as well as the 
United States’ Spring Break period from March 
to April. 
SWEET SPOT

An indulgent getaway in Mexico is best planned 
for November, when the rainy season has all 
but dried up, and the tourists are yet to descend 
on the stunning beaches. Temperatures sit at a 
comfortable 28°C with far lower humidity than 
the low season. Flying to Los Angeles from Aus-
tralia in November will score you some of the 
cheapest flights of the year, according to Skys-
canner, with prices likely to drop by 12 per cent 
to around $1200.

The essential places to experience the pinna-
cle of luxury include Tulum in the Riviera Maya 
region, with high-end hotels like Be Tulum offer-
ing suites for over $100 less than the peak sea-
son price tag. 

Cabo San Lucas is another decadent gem 
on the peninsula of Baja California Sur, and is 
home to resorts such as The Cape, which offers 
a deluxe king room from $700 per night, while 
Esperanza Resort suites are over $100 cheaper 
than during high season. 

HANNAH EDENSOR

USA

From east to west, America is a country  

of extreme contrasts. When it’s sunny 

in Los Angeles, it could be snowing in 

New York. Here is when to visit these two 

dynamic, yet completely different, cities. 

PEAK SEASON

NYC: Hotel room rates peak during autumn (Sep-
tember to November) and the end-of-year festive 
season. The city is a continual party from late 
November through to the New Year, with events 
such as the Radio City Christmas Spectacular and 
New Year’s Eve in Times Square. It’s cold outside 
at this time of year (6-12˚C), but that doesn’t 
stop vacationing families and European travel-
lers flocking to the streets. Airfares from Australia 
begin getting expensive in November and peak in 
December and January. Autumn temperatures, 
meanwhile, fluctuate between 10 and 16˚C, with 
flights from Australia at this time around 10 per 
cent more expensive than the shoulder season.  
LA: The summer months (June-August) see 
temperatures hovering around 24˚C, with long 
days of sunshine and next to no chance of rain. 
Smog levels and humidity can be high (90 per 
cent), which means that beaches are crowded. 
This time of year is also the main school break, 
so expect popular tourist destinations and ho-
tels to be extremely busy and expensive. De-
cember and January are also busy thanks to an 
influx of international travellers over the festive 
season; flights from Australia are 15 to 50 per 
cent more expensive than the low season. 

“An indulgent getaway in Mexico is best 
planned for November, when rainy season 

has all but dried up, and the tourists are yet 
to descend on the stunning beaches”
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