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ULTIMATE OVERWATER 
BUNGALOWS
Tahiti is often defi ned as the epitome of 

luxury, with its emerald green mountains, 
infi nite turquoise seas and startling white 
beaches that stretch for miles. With this in 

mind it’s easy to see why these coveted islands of French 
Polynesia sit atop the list of luxurious getaways, in 
particular for honeymooners. 

At the height of indulgence, nothing surpasses the 
overwater bungalow, a suspended paradise where the 
only sounds are the lapping waves at your doorstep. In 
the interest of research, we’ve uncovered the holy grail 
of Tahitian accommodation, from the luxe to the won’t-
break-the-bank selections. 

1. Le Meridien Tahiti
Luxury meets tradition with these overwater 
bungalows, featuring thatched roofs, woven palm 
walls and a Polynesian inspired bathroom. The 
rooms boast open views of the coral gardens filled 
with fish and marine life. 

The bungalow has a cosy ambience and simple 
decor, with unparalleled views from windows in 
every room. The interior has a smooth timber 
theme, from the floors and the cabinets to the 
shutter blinds in the bathroom, making it more 
retro than radical. This overwater treat will set you 
back around $690 per night.

2. InterContinental Tahiti Resort
Woven walls are part of the uniform of Tahitian 
overwater bungalows, but the InterContinental gives 
it a sophisticated twist. Tall beige walls and a pyramid 
style roof give the impression of greater space, 
while dark wooden timber frames the doorways and 
bedheads for a dash of elegance. 

Large private balconies offer exceptional views of 
the sapphire ocean, and are the ideal place to soak 
up the sunset and sip on a cocktail. Isolated from the 
rest of the hotel, and with steps into the deep water, 
the InterContinental certainly delivers. An overnight 
stay in this bungalow will cost around $720.
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IF THERE IS ONE IMAGE 
THAT REPRESENTS 
FORGET-IT-ALL HOLIDAY 
BLISS, IT WOULD HAVE 
TO BE AN OVERWATER 
BUNGALOW. 
HANNAH EDENSOR 
PROFILES SEVEN DREAM 
TAHITI BOLTHOLES

3. Le Taha’a Island Resort & Spa
The spacious, luxe bungalows at Le Taha’a offer a 
sublime fusion of opulence and island style. Suspended 
over the crystal-clear lagoon and with exquisite views 
of the lush Vanilla Island, the bungalows are more 
than just bedrooms. The old-fashioned timber decor is 
excused once you spot the enormous bed in the centre 
of the room, while the petite bathroom – with his and 
her basins – hides behind sliding doors just beyond. 
The bamboo-stick embellished, wrap-around deck 
offers unsurpassed views of the lagoon’s kaleidoscope 
of blues, with a ladder dropping down into the ocean. 
One night here will set you back $823.

IN THE PICTURE

Main: Crystal clear water surrounds the 
Le Taha'a Islands Resort & Spa
Photo: Le Taha'a Island Resort & Spa

Right from top down: Overwater 
bungalow interiors at Le Meridien Tahiti, St 
Regis Bora Bora and Sofi tel Ora Moorea
Photos: Le Meridien Tahiti, St Regis Bora Bora and Sofi tel 

Ora Moorea
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4. Sofitel Ora Moorea
These overwater bungalows will feel diminuitive 
compared to the jagged green mountaintops that 
overshadow this resort, but once inside, the 52 
square metre luxury overwater bungalow will feel 
more like a second home. A king-size bed is draped 
in sheer material that slinks down from the high 
ceilings, while the dark cedar floors reveal a glimpse 
of the ocean beneath through a large glass panel in 
the centre of the room. 

The private terrace allows guests to admire the 
glimmering waterscapes from sun lounges, while the 
bathroom features stone-tiled rainfall showers and a 
deluxe bath. If you want to rest your head here, it’ll 
cost you $946 per night.

5. Bora Bora Hilton Nui Resort & Spa
Upgrade to a bungalow with decor from this 
decade, and experience the elegance that the 
Hilton provides. A decadent four-poster bed leads 
into a spacious separate lounge in this 95 square 
metre chamber of opulence. 

Polished wooden panel walls and glossy 
floorboards give a modern feel, with glass floor 
viewing panels providing a prime position to watch 
marine life play. The Italian marble bathroom 
with a deluxe bath overlooking the sparkling water 
makes for the ultimate luxurious touch. Enjoy this 
bungalow for just over $1000 per night.

6. St Regis Bora Bora Resort
The Premier Overwater Villa at St Regis takes the 
word luxury and gives it a completely new meaning. 
A four-poster king sized bed draped in satin, glass 
fl oor lagoon-viewing panels and an enormous living 
space barely begin to illustrate the charm that oozes 
from this bungalow. The panoramic terrace features a 
private swimming platform and spa, while the colossal 
bathroom includes his and her basins and a sunken 
bath that rests against a fl oor-to-ceiling window with 
views of the shimmering water. A personal butler 
service is the fi nal check on the extravagance list, with 
this villa priced from $2628 per night.

7. Four Seasons Bora Bora
Four Seasons may be one of many overwater bungalows 
scattered across Bora Bora, but it is clearly the gold 
standard. Sink into your private plunge pool and 
soak up the sparkling sunset, or bask in the sunshine 
on a daybed at the end of your private terrace, 
where a ladder provides direct access to the lagoon. 
An expansive living area is ideal for entertaining, 
but when it’s time to escape, a free standing, oval 
bath in a bathroom that leads out to the terrace is a 
blissful remedy. And with glass fl oor panels scattered 
throughout the rooms, you’re reminded that this 
furthermost bungalow along the boardwalk really is the 
quintessential retreat. The hefty price befi tting such 
luxury reaches $4542 per night. 

FAST
FACTS

TAHITI IS THE ONLY 
COUNTRY IN THE WORLD 

TO HAVE A WINERY, VIN DU 
TAHITI, ON A CORAL ATOLL

The word tattoo originated 
in French Polynesia, with the 
legend of Tohu, the god of 

tattoos, who considered tattoos 
to be signs of beauty

THERE ARE MORE HOTEL 
ROOMS IN A TYPICAL LAS 

VEGAS HOTEL THAN ON ALL 
118 ISLANDS OF FRENCH 
POLYNESIA COMBINED

IN THE
PICTURE

Top left: 
Overwater 
bungalows at 
the Four Seasons 
Bora Bora
Photo: Four Seasons 

Bora Bora

Top right: The 
Presidential Villa 
at the Hilton Bora 
Bora Nui Resort 
& Spa
Photo: Hilton Bora Bora 

Nui Resort & Spa

Bottom right: 
A place to rest 
your head at the 
InterContinental 
Tahiti Resort
Photo: InterContinental 

Tahiti Resort
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